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SUBJECT: CASTRO’S VISIT TO PDRY 
REF: JIDDA 2013 

IN DISCUSSIONS WITH SAUDIS, YOU MAY DRAW ON FOLLOWING 
ANALYSIS OF CASTRO'S VISIT TO PDRY: 

1 . CASTRO’S VISIT TO ADEN WAS PART OF AN EXTENDED TOUR OF 
AFRICAN AND THE MIDDLE EASTERN COUNTRIES WITH WHICH CUBA 
HAS OR IS TRYING TO DEVELOP A MILITARY AND/OR TECHNICAL 
ADVISORY RELATIONSHIP. CASTRO HAS ALSO VISITED ALGERIA, 

LIBYA, SOMALIA, ETHIOPIA, AND TANZANIA, AND IS EXPECTED TO 
CONTINUE ON TO MOZAMBIQUE AND ANGOLA. THE TRIP APPARENTLY 
REFLECTS HIS DESIRE TO REFURBISH HIS IMAGE IN THE NON- 
SECRET 
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ALIGNED WORLD AND TO EXPAND CUBAN ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION. 

HE EVIDENTLY BELIEVES THAT CUBA'S SKILLS, IDEOLOGICAL 
FRAMEWORK, AND THIRD WORLD STATUS MAKE IT UNIQUELY FITTED 
TO PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN SUPPORTING REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST 
REGIMES IN AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST. 

2. CUBA HAS HAD SEVERAL HUNDRED MILITARY AND TECHNICAL 
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ADVISORS IN THE PDRY FOR SOME TIME, AND CASTRO'S VISIT TO 
ADEN WAS UNDOUBTEDLY DESIGNED IN PART TO REAFFIRM THESE 
TIES. WE SUSPECT, HOWEVER, THAT THE PRIMARY MOTIVE FOR THE 
VISIT TO ADEN WAS TO ENLIST PDRY SUPPORT FOR AN ATTEMPT TO 

RECONCILE ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA AS PART OF A PLAN TO JOIN 
THE THREE COUNTRIES IN OPPOSITION TO SAUDI AND SUDANESE 
INFLUENCE IN THE RED SEA AREA. CASTRO'S VISIT TO ADDIS 
SUGGESTS THAT THE CUBANS HAVE DECIDED TO PROVIDE OR ARE 
CONSIDERING SENDING MILITARY ADVISORS TO ETHIOPIA, BUT 
CASTRO WOULD WANT TO AVOID UNDERMINING CUBA'S RELATIONSHIP 
WITH SOMALIA, IF POSSIBLE. MOREOVER, HE PROBABLY WANTS 
TO BOLSTER PDRY SUPPORT FOR THE MENGISTU REGIME IN THE 
ERITREAN CONFLICT. 

3. THE EXTENT TO WHICH CASTRO IS ACTING AT SOVIET 
INITIATIVE IN THESE ENDEAVORS IS UNCERTAIN. CASTRO HAS 
HIS OWN GOALS AND INTERESTS TO PURSUE, BUT THEY ARE 
CLEARLY IN HARMONY WITH THOSE OF THE USSR, AND IT MUST BE 
ASSUMED THAT, AT A MINIMUM, THE SOVIETS APPROVE OF HIS 
ACTIVITIES AND HAVE PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED AFRICAN POLICY 
WITH CUBAN OFFICIALS. 
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E.O. 11652: GDS- 2 

TAGS: PFOR, SA, YS, XW 

SUBJECT: CASTRO'S VISIT TO PDRY 
REF: JIDDA 2013 

IN DISCUSSIONS WITH SAUDIS, YOU MAY DRAW ON FOLLOWING 
ANALYSIS OF CASTRO'S VISIT TO PDRY: 

1 . CASTRO'S VISIT TO ADEN WAS PART OF AN EXTENDED TOUR OF 
AFRICAN AND THE MIDDLE EASTERN COUNTRIES WITH WHICH CUBA 
HAS OR IS TRYING TO DEVELOP A MILITARY AND/OR TECHNICAL 
ADVISORY RELATIONSHIP. CASTRO HAS ALSO VISITED ALGERIA, 

LIBYA, SOMALIA, ETHIOPIA, AND TANZANIA, AND IS EXPECTED TO 
CONTINUE ON TO MOZAMBIQUE AND ANGOLA. THE TRIP APPARENTLY 
REFLECTS HIS DESIRE TO REFURBISH HIS IMAGE IN THE NON- 
ALIGNED WORLD AND TO EXPAND CUBAN ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION. 
HE EVIDENTLY BELIEVES THAT CUBA'S SKILLS, IDEOLOGICAL 
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FRAMEWORK, AND THIRD WORLD STATUS MAKE IT UNIQUELY FITTED 
TO PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN SUPPORTING REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST 
REGIMES IN AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST. 

2. CUBA HAS HAD SEVERAL HUNDRED MILITARY AND TECHNICAL 
ADVISORS IN THE PDRY FOR SOME TIME, AND CASTRO'S VISIT TO 
ADEN WAS UNDOUBTEDLY DESIGNED IN PART TO REAFFIRM THESE 
TIES. WE SUSPECT, HOWEVER, THAT THE PRIMARY MOTIVE FOR THE 
VISIT TO ADEN WAS TO ENLIST PDRY SUPPORT FOR AN ATTEMPT TO 

RECONCILE ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA AS PART OF A PLAN TO JOIN 
THE THREE COUNTRIES IN OPPOSITION TO SAUDI AND SUDANESE 
INFLUENCE IN THE RED SEA AREA. CASTRO'S VISIT TO ADDIS 
SUGGESTS THAT THE CUBANS HAVE DECIDED TO PROVIDE OR ARE 
CONSIDERING SENDING MILITARY ADVISORS TO ETHIOPIA, BUT 
CASTRO WOULD WANT TO AVOID UNDERMINING CUBA'S RELATIONSHIP 
WITH SOMALIA, IF POSSIBLE. MOREOVER, HE PROBABLY WANTS 
TO BOLSTER PDRY SUPPORT FOR THE MENGISTU REGIME IN THE 
ERITREAN CONFLICT. 

3. THE EXTENT TO WHICH CASTRO IS ACTING AT SOVIET 
INITIATIVE IN THESE ENDEAVORS IS UNCERTAIN. CASTRO HAS 
HIS OWN GOALS AND INTERESTS TO PURSUE, BUT THEY ARE 
CLEARLY IN HARMONY WITH THOSE OF THE USSR, AND IT MUST BE 
ASSUMED THAT, AT A MINIMUM, THE SOVIETS APPROVE OF HIS 
ACTIVITIES AND HAVE PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED AFRICAN POLICY 
WITH CUBAN OFFICIALS. 
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UNQUOTE VANCE 
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